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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Book of the Inauguration In recording the academic
events of November 9th and 10th, 1911, the writer almost instinctively feels in himself the attitude of a Janus
and of the Janus face: looking both backward and forward. It was not long after the generosity of the late John
Stewart Kennedy had made University Heights, with its superb site, its noble library and its large hopes, free of
debt that Chancellor H. M. MacCracken laid down his burden. This service was begun not many years after the
half century milestone of New York University had been passed, and lasted in all a little more than a quarter-
century. He came soon after the crisis of 1881; and after one decade of service, in 1894 he removed the College
and the School of Applied Science to University Heights, being a pathfinder, nay a pathmaker, into the newer
and stronger life of New York University. During the one year of Interregnum, 1910-1911, the current
administration of the University s affairs was entrusted to the Syndic of the University, Dr. J. H. MacCracken,
and that year of service was marked by the issuance of a report which exhibited with admirable lucidity the
financial status of the corporation as well as the literary and professional productivity of the academic teachers
during the preceding half decade. In the latter part of April, 1911, the friends as well as the intraparietal workers
of New York University heard with profound interest and steadily increasing acceptance that the Committee of
the Corporation had chosen Dr. Elmer Ellsworth Brown, the United States Commissioner of Education at
Washington, to be the seventh Chancellor of New York University....
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